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SwissRepro
Launch Event

Tuesday,
13 May 2025

University
of Zurich

With Keynote Speakers:

Prof. Sarah Franklin,
University of Cambridge

Prof. Marcia Inhorn,
Yale University

SwissRepro Launch Event

Please join us for a one-day conference to launch SwissRepro, our interdisciplinary
research network on reproductive studies, featuring our two keynote speakers and
researchers from all over Switzerland!

Date: Tuesday, 13 May 2025
Time: 9.00 to 19:00
Place: Aula RAA-G-01 (Kleine Aula), Ramistrasse 59, University of Zurich

Organisers:

Dr. Edmée Ballif (Department of Social Anthropology and Cultural Studies &
URPP Human Reproduction Reloaded, University of Zurich)

Dr. Molly Fitzpatrick (Department of Social Anthropology and Cultural Studies,
University of Zurich)

Dr. Marie-Héléne Peter-Spiess (Faculty of Law & URPP Human Reproduction
Reloaded, University of Zurich)

Supported by:

Prof. Dr. Annuska Derks (Department of Social Anthropology and Cultural Studies &
URPP Human Reproduction Reloaded, University of Zurich)

Prof. Dr. Nina Jakoby (Department of Sociology & URPP Human Reproduction Reloaded,
University of Zurich)

Prof. Dr. Alice Margaria (Faculty of Law & URPP Human Reproduction Reloaded,
University of Zurich)

Anina Meier (Department of Social Anthropology and Cultural Studies & URPP Human
Reproduction Reloaded, University of Zurich)

Prof. Dr. Marta Roca i Escoda (Center for Gender Studies, University of Lausanne)
Prof. Dr. Caroline Rusterholz (Department of Contemporary History, University of Fribourg)

Prof. Dr. Carolin Schurr (Institute of Geography, University of Bern)

For more information and registration:

https://www.humanreproduction.uzh.ch/en/News-and-Events/Events/swissreprolaunch.html




Program - Tuesday, 13 May 2025

8.30-9.00

9:00-9:15

9:15-10:00

10:00-10:45

Registration

Welcome and introduction
Edmée Ballif, Molly Fitzpatrick and Marie-Héléne Peter-Spiess

First Keynote: Marcia Inhorn (Yale University), The Anthropology of
Reproduction: Forty Years of Feminist Ethnography and the Future of the Field

Second Keynote: Sarah Franklin (University of Cambridge),
‘He’s Behind You!”: ghostly presences in reproductive research

10:45-11:15

Coffee break

11:15-12:15

Short presentations: Having or not having children
Katja Rost (University of Zurich)

Jolene Yigiao Kong (Geneva Graduate Institute)
Eléonore Crunchant (University of Geneva)

Maila Mertens (University of Zurich)

Yolinliztli Pérez-Herndndez (University of Bern)

Arushi Sahay (Geneva Graduate Institute)

12:15-13:30

Lunch break

13:30-14:00

14:00-15:30

General meeting: discussion of future directions for SwissRepro
Edmée Ballif, Molly Fitzpatrick and Marie-Héléne Peter-Spiess

Short presentations: Families at the reproductive frontier
Léo Theissing and Carole Ammann (University of Lucerne)
Nathalie Neeser (University of Basel)

Sil Suparba (University of Lucerne)

Agnes Kandlbinder (University of Zurich)

Short presentations: Experiences of reproductive care

Mica Palaz, Caroline Chautems and Marta Roca Escoda (University of Lausanne)
Selma Mouchel (University of Lausanne)

Jamie Gloor (University of St. Gallen)

Clara Blanc (Haute Ecole de Santé Vaud)

Marlyse Debergh (University of Fribourg)

15:30-16:00

Coffee break

16:00-17:00 Short presentations: Reproductive governance
Nicole Bourbonnais (Geneva Graduate Institute)
Carolina Topini (University of Glasgow)
Sandra Bédrnreuther (University of Lucerne)
Carolin Schurr (University of Bern)
Véronique Boillet and Marta Roca i Escoda (University of Lausanne)
Victor Santos Rodriguez (Science Po Paris)

17:00-17:30 Closing remarks
Edmée Ballif, Molly Fitzpatrick and Marie-Héléne Peter-Spiess

From 17:30 Apéro

Biography of Keynote Speakers:

Marcia C. Inhorn, PhD, MPH, is the William K. Lanman, Jr. Professor of Anthropology

and International Affairs at Yale University, where she also chairs the Council on Middle East
Studies. A leading authority in reproduction studies, Inhorn’s pioneering work over the

past 35 years has focused on the social, cultural, and ethical dimensions of infertility and
assisted reproductive technologies (ART) in the Middle East and among Arab diasporas.

Her extensive ethnographic research in countries such as Egypt, Lebanon, the United Arab
Emirates, and the U.S. has illuminated the impact of ART on gender, religion, and health
in these regions.

Sarah Franklin, PhD, is a Professor of Sociology at the University of Cambridge, where

she holds a leading role in the field of reproduction studies. A distinguished scholar of feminist
science studies, Franklin is internationally recognized for her pioneering research on the
social, cultural, and ethical implications of reproductive and genetic technologies. Her work
has significantly shaped the understanding of how technologies like in vitro fertilization (IVF),
cloning, and stem cell research have transformed concepts of kinship, gender, and biology.

The conference is co-hosted by the URPP Human Reproduction Reloaded and the
Department of Social Anthropology (ISEK) at the University of Zurich, and supported by
the Swiss National Science Foundation, the Graduate Campus at the University of Zurich,
and UZH Alumni.
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